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A lovey photo byDee-Mur‘phy. of the Best Tractor #185 at Roots of Motive Power in Willits, California
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meetings. At the first meeting, please introduce
yourself and obtain a membership application from the
Membership chairman or Secretary. At the second
meeting, return your completed application, a signed
release form, the yearly prorated club dues, together
with the $25 initiation fee and you are officially a
member.

CallBoy

Articles, pictures, photographs, items for sale or any
other information that would be of interest to the club
should be sent to Pat Young, the CallBoy editor at
phty95014@yahoo.com

Deadline for submittals to next month's issue is
the 19th!

2026 Calendar of Club Sponsored Events

(Dates may change without notice)

09/12 Club reserved for Greg Ray
09/13 General Meeting/Board Meeting
09/19 GGLS Fall Meet

09/20 GGLS Fall Meet/Open House
09/26 PV&A, GGLS, SVLS Joint Meet
09/27 PV&A, GGLS, SVLS Joint Meet

10/11 General Meeting/Board Meeting
11/08 General Meeting/Board Meeting

12/13 General Meeting/Board Meeting
End of Year Business Meeting
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Our Condolences

Hello,

My brother, Bill Smith, passed away peacefully this
Wednesday morning, August 19th, 2026.

He did not want a service but the family may do
something private in the future.

Thank you and take care.
John Smith

One of the favorite photos of John & Bill Smith with

Bill's Thomas

the Tank Engine. He loved seeing the smiles on the kids faces and
in time, we will bring Thomas back to the club.

Our Condolences
) |

Hello,

I thought I would let the club know that my Father,
Richard Rizzoli, passed away yesterday (August 19,
2026) at the age of 94 from a long battle with
Dementia.

My Dad and I joined GGLS in 1975, and he was made
a life member around 1992. He served as Vice
President for three years and President for two years
(late 1980’s & early 1990’s).

As soon as we joined the club, my Dad & I started
experimenting with whistles so we could have the
sound of a train on our locomotive. We eventually
built the business into the Rizzoli Locomotive Works,
and Dad was the principal machinist, building and
repairing more than 1,000 whistles in the Niles Shops.
In 2018, dementia started its cruel time clock, and Dad
stepped away from the business to focus on his health.
There may not be many who remember him since he
has been unable to attend club functions since 2018.
He loved being at the club and the people of the
Golden Gate Live Steamers.

Thank you all!

Chris-



Announcements
Hello Golden Gate Live Steamers,

You are all invited to Portola Valley and Alpine’s
annual Tri-Meet with GG Live steamers and
Sacramento Valley Live Steamers September 26th and
27th, 2026. It's arguably our best meet of the year.

Drive down to 499 Old Spanish Trail in Portola Valley
to run your trains, or just enjoy our venue and take
rides. You’ll see the progress we are making as we are
building out Rabbit Flat - lots of track and switches are
starting to be laid, the new Turn Table in, and the 215"
scale Round House is almost finished. Along the
ROW, almost all of the switches have been upgraded
and fine tuned. And many 1'2” scale buildings have
been restored for you enjoyment.

See you soon!

Mike Ward
PVARR
Secretary Emeritus

Our GGLS Fall Meet & Open House is on September
19-20, 2026 with a barbecue & pot lunch on Saturday
September 19. The Open House open to the Public is
on Sunday from 12 - 3 pm where the Public is allow
greater access to the club facility.

GGLS Night Run
Hello GGLS Members!!

What do the scents of roasted marshmallows, steam
and a crisp fall evening have in common? Our
upcoming night run as part of our Fall Meet on
September 19th!

For the first time, we are planning an extension of the
day to include dinner and a night run! Stay all day &
evening or take a break after the earlier festivities and
return for a fun night under the stars. Families are
welcome!!

The evening will include a spaghetti dinner,
marshmallows roasted over our Santa Maria grill and
runs around the track after sunset. Dinner will be
served between 6:30 and 7:00pm.

Please make sure to have a front light & rear red
blinking light for your locomotive. In addition, while
you are required to have a whistle or horn, the park
district has asked us not to blow horns at night unless
it’s an emergency.

If you don’t have a loco, come anyway and I’m sure
someone can give you a ride.

GGLS at night is a lot of fun! To make sure we have
enough interest and food, please RSVP to Sarah ASAP.

Thanks!
Sarah

New Members an Guests

y ¢ A
Alice Liston said that this was her first time at any live
steam club but wants to find out more about the hobby.
She seem to really gravitate towards the logging
locomotives in the steaming bay.
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Bob Bartlett was here at the last club meeting and
ready to start his membership!



Railroading Activities

The Daniel Best Number 185
By Sarah Buhre
Photo credit to Dee Murphy

Charlie Buhre was part of the 7-person crew that
operated and displayed the Daniel Best Number 185
steam tractor at the Great Oregon Steam Up.

This happened at the Powerland Heritage Park in
Brooks, Oregon during the weekend of July 25-26
where Charlie acted as fireman for the engine for
demonstrations. The Daniel Best Number 185 has
been fully restored and housed at the Roots of Motive
Power in Willits, California.

Below is an excerpt of an article entitled “Best of the
Best: Best Steam Tractor” about the tractor that was
written by B.P. Lemmon in Farm Collector magazine
on November 11, 2016.

“The Best formerly on display at the Ardenwood
museum (No. 185) was manufactured in 1903. The
largest model of the Best line, the 100 [HP tractor] is
28 feet long. It measures 9 feet, 7 inches wide and 17
feet, 4 inches to the top of the smokestack. The
behemoth weighs more than 18 tons.

Its 8-foot-diameter rear drive wheels allowed for up to
15-foot width extensions to gain stability on the soft
California land. The engine had a 940-gallon water
tank; in operation, it gulped 340 gallons per hour".
The Best’s single front wheel (5 feet in diameter) is
steered by a chain-and-pulley system.

Manned by a crew of three (engineer, brakeman and
stoker) and sometimes described as the “monarch of
the fields,” it could pull 34 7-inch plows, covering 12
acres per hour in clay & adobe. This model was
designed not only for agricultural fieldwork, but also
for long-distance freight hauling and was used as a
road engine for the mining & logging industries.
Horizontal boilers were the standard for most steam
engines a century ago, but the 110 hp Best was
designed with a vertical boiler, capable of boiler
pressure of 160 psi. The boiler’s vertical orientation
allowed easier navigation of uneven terrain & steep
slopes.

A significant improvement developed by Best was the
use of a piston-type or spool steam admission valve
that alternated high-pressure steam in and exhaust

steam out. By balancing the steam pressure, the steam
engine was able to move forward & backward more
easily, depending on the orientation of the valve.”

Another article in this issue, titled Best Tractor at
Roots of Motive Power by Loren Bryon briefly
describes the restoration effort of the Best 185 done by
the personnel at the Roots of Motive Power. Take a
look to see what they had to do.

Minutes of the General Meeting

Officer Reports

President: Nothing to report.

Vice President: Lew Breon reported that work is still
progressing on the High Track. One swing bridge is
completed and work continues on the other. It should
be completed for the Fall Meet.

Secretary: Sarah Buhre is excused.

Treasurer: John Lisherness reported that larger
insurance bills are due this month, but the generous
donations by the public are helping to keep us afloat.
Safety: Richard Croll is excused.

The new rail bike policy will be discussed and voted
upon at the board meeting.

Director at Large: Sammy Tamez presented our
Building chairman John Erdkamp with a special name
badge.

Ombudsperson: Nothing to report.

Committee Reports
Public Train: Walter Oellerich is excused.

John Davis says the donations for the Public Train are
steaming along as they should be!

Buildings: John Erdkamp asked the present members
if there are any buildings that have urgent needs.
Otherwise he will start from the front of the club
facility and begin to freshen up the tiny buildings
around the track.

Grounds: Andy Weber is absent.

Track: Nothing to report.

Signals: John Davis repaired signal S27 leading into
the Tilden station.

Locomotives: John Davis says that Paul is working
on the Heinz's steam oil pump.

The RG20 is down due to the failure of the latch on the
Johnson bar and should be repaired in the next couple
of weeks.

Shop and Rolling Stock: Rich Croll is excused.
Landscape: Bruce Anderson, Jo Ann Miller &
Shanna O’Hare among others are doing an awesome
job around the track, keeping it beautiful!



Roundhouse and Storage: Nothing to report.
Security: We are working on getting the installation
of the security camera in the clubhouse where we are
hoping that it should be done next month.
Membership: New applicants please meet Sammy
Tamez in the kitchen after the meeting to become
members!

Web/Newsletter/Library: Pat Young has a member
who emailed him asking if there is anyone who can
make a shaft coupler. If you can, please contact Pat.
High Track: John Davis is working on the power &
electrical to accommodate the High Track swing
bridges.

Facilities Safety: Becky Pereira says if you haven’t
had a chance, read the Emergency Action Plan which is
in the clubhouse and also on the GGLS website under
“Club Documents”.

Please put the Emergency East Bay Regional Park
District number in your phone where the number is
510-881-1121 and the non-emergency number is 510-
881-1833.

If you call 911 it goes through the Highway Patrol and
is routed all around, which may delay response
considerably.

Old Business:
Railbike policy will be updated when it is approved.

New Business:
None.

Meeting end: 10:21 am.

Minutes of the Board Meeting

Meeting Start: 11:00 am

Officers Present:

Jon Sargent, John Lisherness, Lew Breon, Lisa
Kimberlin, Sammy Tamez and Sarah Buhre (attending
over the phone). Richard Croll is excused.

Guests: None.

Approval of Last Month Meeting Minutes: Sammy
Tamez moves to accept the minutes as written and was
seconded by Lew Breon. With no further discussion,
the motion was passed unanimously.

General Updates:
Club Insurance Renewal: Insurance renewals are

going through and there are two more invoices to pay.
Jon Sargent will email the policies to the Board and
will put them in the filing cabinet.

Boyers Bluff Building: The building out on Boyer’s
Bluff is going up really fast and looking great.

Old Business:

Safety Rule Book: The Safety rule book was updated
for the use of railbikes. Sammy Tamez moved to
accept the updated rail bike rules and was seconded by
John Lisherness. With no further discussion, the
motion was passed unanimously.

New Business:

Fall Meet: Secretary Sarah Buhre proposes having an
evening night event during the Fall Meet, with perhaps
a spaghetti dinner. We would like to encourage people
to run after dark on the one night we are allowed to do
so in the park. Trains must have a light on the front
and flashing red light on the rear in order to run at
night. No whistles may be sounded at night but
locomotives should be equipped with one. Sarah will
send out an email to the membership.

Club Brochure: President Jon Sargent brought up
making a new updated brochure for the club. He will
work with Bruce Anderson to pick photos for it.

2027 Board Election: The election process for the
Board starts in September.

Swing Bridge Progress: John Lisherness would like
to get some pathway material for under the new swing

bridge.

Board Meeting End: 12:09 pm.



Bits and Pieces
By Jeremy Coombes
Additional photographs courtesy of Bruce Anderson
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Ben Newton has a CNC machine with old stepper
motors with some questionable ball screw assembly
wear and asked those in attendance for suggestions as
to the next step he should take. The symptom the
machine had been exhibiting was a fairly dramatic
“stutter” of the axis when it moved. Several members
talked with Ben after the meeting and he left with a
plan of action.
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Rahim Pereira has recently been satisfying his small-
scale side of the hobby by working on an HO scale
Interurban Trolley unit but the only track he has is
curved. So, Rahim sees that as an opportunity, he
stripped the rail from the curved commercial track and
has been constructing straight track with the salvaged
rail, new ties and miniature nails for spikes. I hope we
get to see the finished items soon!

Charlie Reiter has been working on a steam powered
tricycle that was originally begun by a gentleman in
San Jose. The engine is of semi-uniflow design by the
original builder and is reported to run well.

What is a semi-uniflow engine I hear you ask. Well,
fortunately for us Charlie gave a brief explanation that
it uses the uniflow concept but also includes valves in
certain places.

So, now Charlie decides to accept a challenge as the
engine will need a constant supply of steam to operate
properly and in a moment of temporary lunacy it is
decided a Yarrow-type boiler would be a good fit and



Charlie proceeds with the design & construction.
However, the silver soldering of the tubes proved to be
difficult, but Charlie persevered and in the end, it
passed a 300-psi hydraulic test and the 200 plus silver
solder joints all held. If you’ve ever done any copper
boiler construction, you will recognize this as a job
needing significant skill. Bravo Charlie!

An unhappy update from Charlie on the C.P.
Huntington boiler as he has had to scrap it due to
previously undetected casting flaws in the bronze
firebox and boiler revealing themselves during silver
soldering. The boiler was in an advanced stage of
completion, and this has caused Charlie to step back
from this particular project while he designs a boiler
for this locomotive. Heartbreaking!

The McLaughlin tractor competed by Charlie a year or
so ago now has a handsome ‘“Makers Plate”
manufactured by a laser engraving process, which
really looks good acomletes the tractq.
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Pat Young made a 3D printed fabric swatch badge for
Charlie Reiter’s wife Karen, who is affectionately
known as “Rusty.” The fabric is actually designed
used by NASA as a prototype for planetary use as a
flexible blanket/shield material for protection. Instead
of hauling building materials to moons & planets, 3D
printers will be brought to glue, bond & create local
structural material,

This badge was printed as joined pieces, not assembled
and took some programming to get the printing process
correct.

A big thank you to Pat for all the interesting 3D
printing information & parts you have demonstrated
over the years! Keep them coming.

Best Tractor at Roots of Motive Power
From Loren Bryon

Hi,
Here are the pictures of the Best 185 steam tractor
restoration. It is being restored by the Roots of Motive
Power organization in Willits, California and the
process has taken about two years.

The Roots of Motive Power first obtained the tractor
on a loan from the Oakland Museum from QOakland,
California but the boiler had failed its pressure testing.

The Roots of Motive Power was reluctant to rebuild
anything on the tractor during the time it was on loan
from the Oakland Museum but after years of
negations, the Roots of Motive Power organization
was granted full ownership.

The old existing boiler was going to be hard to rebuild
and would probably still have problems afterwards so
a new boiler was needed. A new replacement boiler,
conforming to current pressure vessel codes, was
needed but it was the hardest item to raise funds for.
As soon as funds were available, the search began for
a boiler manufacture which was eventually found in
Canada. The old boiler was shipped to the boiler
manufacturer as a template to work from so that the
new boiler will fit correctly on the original tractor
chassis.

While the new boiler was being constructed, the rest of
the tractor was cleaned and inspected.

Some support castings for the boiler were cracked so
new castings were made using the old parts as patterns.
The water tank was cleaned & resealed inside.

The cab was rebuilt and a new roof top was installed.
All the cleaned parts were painted and new striping &
marking applied just like the original.

The Best 185 tractor was first tested using air to check
for any leaks in the boiler & piping. After some initial
fixes, the engine was tested some more and required
some more fixes.

The next task was to move the tractor outside in the
open yard area and start a fire in the fire box of the
boiler. The cab had to be removed and the stack
folded over to clear the roll up door.

After a slow build up of working pressure the tractor
started to move on its own under steam power.



